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Minutes of the Emergency Meeting of the Board of Education of the Clinton Central School Disti-ict,
Oneida County, New York, held on March 4, 2021 online via Zoom.

Present:

(Board)

Ms. Mary Lou Lauchert, President
Ms. Melinda Leising, Vice-president
Ms. Megan Burdick
Mr. Sam Catterson

Dr. Luke Perry
Ms. Erica Shaw

(Administration)

Dr. Stephen L. Grimm, Superintendent
Mr. Joseph Barretta, Assistant Superintendent
for Business

Ms. Ellen Leuthauser, Elementary Principal
Ms. Debora Van Slyke, Director of Curriculum
and Instruction

Ms. Julia A Scranton, District Clerk

Absent: Mr. Kevin Magdon, Board Member

1. CALL TO ORDER

Ms. Lauchert called the meeting to order at 12:01pm.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

%h.

is<llh.

"^
»

3. READING OF THE MISISION:STATEMfeT ,.|||N||h|g-
Ms. Lauchert read the Mission Statement. i liy
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•:?-::Uk4. SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT

A. iparchasing of Polycarbonate Barriers

Dr. Qrimrn, Superintendent, explained that the emergency meeting was called so that the Board
could be asked to authorize bypassing the bidding process required for purchases over $20,000
in order to expedite the ordering of polycarbonate barriers. Due to high demand, short supply,
and the desire to return students to in-person instruction as soon as possible, the purchase must
be placed inunediately. Architects reviewed product specifications to assure safety and
compliance.

Dr. Grimm reported that, while the use of barriers had been considered in the fall, studies
revealed that the science behind aerosolized SARS particles and their increased concentration in
rooms posed an increased risk, especially to adults. Now, with vaccination of teachers and staff,
low numbers of local infections, the milder manifestation of the disease in children, the use of
barriers is a viable and safe option. The goal is to have all students return to in-person insfanction
after the April break. Dr. Grimm stated that this is a goal, not a promise, since multiple variables
exist. Health data will continue to be monitored.

Dr. Grimm clarified that Ae $150,000 spending limit stated in the resolution would not be
surpassed, and leaves wiggle room for unforeseen costs. The installation involves stick-on
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holders into which the barriers slide and can be removed for cleaning. It is likely that they will
still be in use next year.

5. NEW BUSINESS

A motion was made by Ms. Shaw, seconded by Ms. Burdick, and carried (6, 0) to approve the
following resolution:

A. RESOLUTION FOR EMERGENCY PURCHASE

WHEREAS, in March of 2020, the State of New York and the County of Oneida issued
declarations of emergency due to the outbreaks of the novel coronavirus and the CO VID-19
disease, which declarations included mandatory closure of schools to sftidents until the
declarations are lifted; and

WHEREAS, guidance was issued by New York State on July 13, 2020 mandating that, prior to
reopening, schools provide for Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), physical barriers, and
social distancing measures in order to protect students and staff from the COVID virus for safer
return to school for the 2020-21 school year; and

WHERAS, guidance was issued by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention ("CDC") in
February of 2021, recommending physical distancing (at least 6 feet) should be maximized in
schools to the greatest extent possible, and to "ensure physical distancing, schools should
establish policies and implement structural interventions to promote physical distance of at least
6 feet between people", and

WHEREAS, in Compliance with guidance from New York State and the CDC, the
administration of the Clinton Central School District seeks topurchase polycarbonate to install
in its schools as means to implement structural interventions and promote physical distance for
the safety of students and staff; and

'WHEREAS, in anticipation for the reopening school(s) to in-person instruction estimated to
occur in March of 2021, the administration of the Clinton Central School Disfa-ict ("School
District") has obtained quotes from four (4) vendors; and

WHEREAS, the School District has retained an opinion from its Architects dated March 1,
2021, whichindicates that competition for procurement of said polycarbonate is anticipated on a
national scale at all levels of education PK-12, and that immediate purchase of such items is
necessary in order to install the polycarbonate before the estimated school reopening in March of
2021;and

WHEREAS, the School District's Board of Education finds that the immediate purchase of the
polycarbonate is essential to prevent imminent danger to, and promote the protection of, the life,
health, safety and property of students and staff; and

WHEREAS, the Board seeks to authorize the School District to proceed with the purchase of
the polycarbonate to be funded from unreserved, unappropriated fund balance.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved by the Board of Education of the School District as
follows:
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1. The Board of Education hereby finds that the need for polycarbonate constitutes an emergency
within the meaning of General Municipal Law Section 103(4).

2. The Board of Education hereby further finds that the immediate purchase of polycarbonate is
essential to prevent imminent danger to, and promote the protection of, the life, health, safety
and property of students and staff.

3. In the event that the estimated cost for such purchase exceeds the competitive bidding
thresholds, and in accordance with General Municipal Law § 103(4), the Board hereby grants a
waiver of the competitive bidding requirements in order to expedite such purchase.

4. The District Superintendent and/or his designee is hereby directed to make the purchase at the
lowest possible costs in a manner which is practicable under the circumstances in accordance
with Board Policy in an amount not to exceed $150,000.

5. This resolution shall take effect immediately. (Exhibit #1)

A motion was made by Ms. Leising, seconded by Ms. Shaw, and carried (6, 0) to approve the
following resolution:

B. BE IT RESOLVED that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, in
accordance with Board Policy #6150, the attached 2020-2021 line item budget transfers, be
approve. (Exhibit #2)

Description Account Code I Increase | Decrease Reason

COVID-19 Expenses A1620.450.00 | $150,000
Health Insurance A9060.800.00 $100,000 I To pay for polycarbonate
Social Work Salaries A2825.150.00 $20,000 desk barriers.

School Construction Interest I A971 1.700.00 $30,000

Board members thanked community members for attending, Mr. Barretta and Dr. Grimm for
their hard work on this effort, and especially CCS maintenance staff who have been going above
and beyond throughout this crisis.

6. ADJOURNMENT

A motion was made by Ms. Burdick seconded by Ms. Leising, and carried (6, 0) to adjourn the
meeting. The time was 12:16pm.

Respectfully submitted:

C.^^Y_^
Julia A. Scranton
District Clerk




